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Ashura Aamaal 
(What to do on the 10th of Moharram) 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far Al-Bagir**“S having said: ‘The one who 
performs the visitation (Ziyaarat) of Al-Husayn**° on the tenth Day of Muharram 
(Ashura) and remain with him**“* in tears, would meet Allah*?™ the High on the Day 
of Judgement with the Rewards of two million Hajj, and two million Umra, and two 
million military expeditions, and the Reward of every Hajj, and Umra, and military 
expedition being like the one who performed the Hajj, and the Umra, and the military 
expedition along with Rasool-Allah**™” and with the Rightly Guided Imams**"*’. 
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(The narrator) said: ‘I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you**“*! So what is for the one 
who was in the distant cities and far places and it is not possible for him to travel to 
him?*"S during that day?’ He**“® said: ‘If it was that day, he should go to the desert or 
ascend to a high place in his house, and gesture towards him**”* with the greetings, 
and strive against his**"* killers with the supplication, and Pray two Cycles after it, 
doing that during the forenoon before the mid-day’. 
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Then mourn Al-Husayn 
for the weeping over him 


and weep over him*"”, and order the ones in his house 
asws' and establish in his house, his**”* difficulties by 
manifesting the anxiety over him**“°, and meet each other with the weeping in the 
houses strengthening each other with the calamities (which befell) Al-Husayn**"’, so, 
IS“ would a guarantor for them, if they were to do that, to Allah*™ Mighty and 
Majestic, for all these Rewards’. 
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So | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you**“*! And you**“S would be the guarantor for 
them, if they were to do that, and the leader by it?’ He*"S said: ‘IS am the 
guarantor of that for them, and the leader for the one who does that’. | said, ‘How 
should they strengthen each other?’ He**“S said: ‘They should be saying, ‘May 
Allah?™ Magnify our Recompense by (our grieving over the) difficulties of Al- 
Husayn**"*, and Make us and you all to be from the seekers of his**“° revenge along 
with his*“S Guardian, the Imam Al-Mahdi®" from the Progeny*“S of 
Muhammads*™." 
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He**“S mentioned the Rewards of the 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far 
visitation (Ziyaarat) of Al-Husayn**”* during the day of Ashura, so it said to him 
‘So what is for the one who was in the distant cities and far places and it is not 
possible for him to travel to him**“° during that day?’ So he**"* said: ‘When it is like 
that, he should go to the desert, or ascend to a high place, and gesture towards 
him**"S with the greetings, and strive regarding the supplication against his**”* killers, 
and Pray two Cycles after it. And this is to be done in the forenoon before the 
declining of the sun’. Then he*** mentioned a lengthy Ziyaarat, then said: ‘And if you 
have the ability that you can visit every day from your house with this Ziyaarat, so do 
it’. 
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‘1 came up to my Master**“* Abu Abdullah Ja’far Bin Muhammad**"* on the day of 
Ashura and found him**“S to be gloomy, the grief being apparent from him**”*, and 
his**“° tears were rolling down his**“S cheeks like pearls dropping off. So | said, ‘O 
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son**"* of Rasool-Allah**™! From what makes you**“* weep, may Allah*™ not Make 
your**"S eyes to weep’. So he**“® said to me: ‘Or are you in oblivion, or do you not 
know that Al-Husayn Bin Ali**"* was killed on a day like this! — until he**"* said: ‘O 
Abdullah Bin Sinan! The best of what you can come up with on a day like this is that 
you should resort to wearing pure garments and (performs) ‘A/ Tasallab’. So | said, 
‘And what is ‘Tasallab’. 
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He**"S said: ‘Open your buttons, and uncover your arms, as if you are the one in the 
calamities. Then you should go out to a desolate land, or a place where no one can 
see you, or resort to an empty land or in privacy, from when the day rises. So you 
should recite four Cycles, performing the best bowings and the Prostrations, and 
greetings between each of the two Cycles. Recite in the first Cycle Surah Al Hamd 
and Al Kafiroun. And in the second Cycle, Al Hamd and Al Ikhlaas. Then Pray two 
Cycles at the end recitingin the first AJ Hamd and Surah A/ Ahzaab, and in the 
second, Al Hamd and Al Munafigoun, or whatever is easy (for you) from the Quran, 
then greetings and turn around your face towards around the grave of Al Husayn**“° 
and its sleeping place. So you should think of yourself as having been killed along 
with the ones who were with him**“S from his**“* sons**"* and his**"S family. And you 
should send greetings, and Pray to him**“*, and curse his**“* killers, and disavow 
from their deeds. Allah®“™ Mighty and Majestic would Raise for you, by that, Levels in 
the Paradise and Devalue your sins. 
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Then walk briskly from the place in which you are in, if it was the desert or any place 
you may be in, saying, ‘We are from Allah? and to Him?™ we are returning’, and 
supplicate’ — until he" said: ‘This is better that such and such a Hajj, and such and 
such an Umrah, and your wealth is spent in these, and your body gets tired, and you 
are separated in these from your family and your children. And know that Allah?™ 
the High would Give to the one who Prays this Prayer, in this day, and supplicates 
with this supplication sincerely, and performs this deeds with conviction and 
sincerity, ten qualities from it — Allah*™ would Shield him from the evil death, and 
Secure him from the plots, and the poverty, and not manifest an enemy against him 
until he dies, and Shield him from the insanity, and the leprosy, with regards to 
himself and his children, nor Make any way for the Satans® and his” friends, nor 
against any of his**“* offspring any of the four ways’. 
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Ibn Sinan said, ‘I left and | was saying, ‘The Praise is due to Allah®™” who has 
Bestowed upon me your**“S recognition, and your**" love, and | ask Him®™ for the 
Assistance on the Obligation of being obedient to you*s”*’.3 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far Al-Bagir**“* having said: ‘The one who intends 
the Ziyaarat of Al-Husayn**"* Bin Ali**“* Bin Abu Talib**”* on the day of Ashura, and 
it is the tenth day of Muharram, should weep with lamentations in grief, and would 
meet Allah®™ Mighty and Majestic with the Reward of two thousand Hajj, and two 
thousand Umra, and two thousand military expeditions, the Rewards of each Hajj, 
and Umra, and military expedition being the like Rewards of the one who performed 
Hajj, and Umra, and participated in the military expedition along with Rasool- 
Allah’ and the Imams**“*’. 
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Alqama Bin Muhammad Al-Hazramy said, ‘I said to Abu Ja’far**"S, ‘May | be 
sacrificed for you**“*! So what should the one do who was in the remote cities and 
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places far away from it, and the travel is not possible for him during that day?’ He 
said: ‘When it is that day, meaning the day of Ashura, so he should bathe himself. 
The one from the people is one loves to perform Ziyaarat from the far away cities or 
its vicinities, so he should go to the desert or ascend to the high place of his house. 
He should Pray two Cycles, reciting in it Surah Al-/khlaas. So when he has greeted 
(completed the Prayer) he should gesture towards him**“S with the greetings and 
tries to be with him by his submission, and his gestures, and his intention towards 
the place in which is Abu Abdullah Al-Husayn**"’. 
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Then you should be saying whilst being in humbleness and servility, ‘Peace be upon 
you**“S, O son**“S of Rasool-Allah**™! Peace be upon you**”*, O son**"* of the Giver 
of Good News and the Warner!’ — And perform the Ziyaarat similar to the well-known 
Ziyaarat in most paragraphs, and there is not in it the detail of the curses and the 
greetings’ — until he said, ‘And Alaama Bin Muhammad Al-Hazramy said, from Abu 
Ja’far*®"*: ‘If it is according to your ability, O Alaama that you should perform Ziyaarat 
every day with this Ziyaarat in your house, and your area, and wherever you may be 
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in the cities in the land of Allah?™, so you should do that, and for you would be the 
Rewards of all that. Strive in the supplication against his**”* killers, and his**“° 
enemies, and do it in the forenoon before the declining of the sun’.* 
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah**”*’, ‘O son**“* of Rasool-AllahS*"™! How did the day of Ashura 
become the day of calamity, and sadness, and grief, and weeping apart from the in 
which Rasool-Allah**™ passed away, and the day in which Fatima**"* passed away, 
and the day in which Amir Al-Momineen*’ was killed, and the day in which Al- 
Hassan**"* was murdered by the poison’. 
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So he**“S said: ‘The day of Al-Husayn**”’ is of the greatest calamity from all the days 
and that is that the Companions of the Cloak were the ones of the most prestigious 
of the creatures to Allah*™ Mighty and Majestic, and were five. So when the 
Prophet**™” passed away, there remained Amir Al-Momineen**”*, and Syeda 
Fatima**“*, and Al-Hassan**“*, and Al-Husayn**“*®. so they**” were among the 
people as a solace and comfort for them. So when Fatima**“* passed away, there 
was among them Amir Al-Momineen**"’, and Al-Hassan**"* and Al-Husayn**“* for 
the people as a solace and comfort for them. 
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So when Amir Al-Momineen*"” passed away, there were among them Al-Hassan 
and Al-Husayn**"* as a solace and comfort for them. So when Al-Hassan**“* passed 
away, there was Al-Husayn**“S for the people as a solace and comfort for them. So 
when Al-Husayn**° was killed, there were not any from the Companions of the 
Cloak for the people after him**“° as a solace and comfort. So his**“* going away 
was like the going away of all of them**“*, just as his**”* remaining was like the 
remaining of all of them". So it is for that (reason) that his**“* day is the day of the 
greatest calamity’.° 
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Fasting on Ashura and Arafa: 
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| enquired from asked from Imam**“S, regarding fasting on the day of ‘Arafa’. 
Imam**“ replied, | do not fast on that day as it is the day for supplications and asking 
for blessings.°® 
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Imam Mohammed Bagir**"* said: ‘Rasool Allah**"” did not fast on Arafa since fasting 
during the month of Ramazan was made obligatory.’ 
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Imam Mohammed Baair**”* and Imam Abi Abdullah**“* both said: Don’t fast on the 
day of Arafa and Ashura, neither in Mecca and Medina, nor in your country and in 
any other city.® 
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| asked about ‘Soam-e-Ashor’ from Imam Mohammed Bagir Imam replied: 
This fast was abandoned after mandatory fasting in the month of Ramazan and it is 
an innovation to resurrect that what has been discarded. | asked the same question 
from Imam Aba Abdullah**”* and received the identical answer, but Imam**"* also 
added, there are no words on this fast in Quran, nothing in hadith of Rasool 
Allah’?. This fast is the tradition of Allay Ziad”.° 
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| asked about the ‘Soam’ on the 9" and 10" of Moharram from Imam Aba 
Abdullah**“*. Imam*°"S replied, Syrian army, on the planes of Karbala, rejoiced on 
the 9"", after forming and moving forward to surround Imam Huassin**"S and his*“S 
companions. Ibn Ziad" reinforced his army and proudly looked at the endless rows of 
his soldiers which had outnumbered few companions of Imam Hussain**’, he was 
convinced no one will come forward to join Imam Hussain**’s camp and people of 
lraq will consider him**“° weak and will not dare to protect Imam**“* against his huge 
build-up. Ashora (10") was that day when Imam Hussain**“* along with companions 
were lying on the sand of Karbala, with heads removed from their bodies. Is it 
appropriate to fast on that day? Surely not. By the Lord of Kabah! It is not a fasting 
day, it’s the day of sadness and moaning. All momaneen, on the earth and in the 
heavens should be grieving on this day. This was a day of joy for the people of 
Syria, decedents of Marjana and Ibn Ziad’. Allah*™ admonished them on this day; 
this is the day when all parts of the world cried expect the Syrian segment. Allah?™ 
will resurrect him with ‘dead’ heart and punish him severely whoever would fast on 
this day for the purpose of seeking blessings. Allah*™ will Take back His*™ 
blessings and implant disbelief in his heart, to remain there, until the final day, 
whoever would indulge in acquiring and piling worldly goods, not only for him but 
also for his family and relatives. And Iblis* will have share in their deeds and 
activities. '° 


The reason due to which the day of Ashura came to be the day of 
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah Ja’far**"* Bin Muhammad Al-Sadiq**“*: ‘O son**“* of Rasool- 
Allah°*“™! How did the day of Ashura come to be a day of difficulties, and gloom, and 
distress, and wailing, besides the day in which Rasool-Allah**™” passed away, and 
the day in which Fatima**“S passed away, and the day in which Amir Al- 
Momineen**“* was murdered, and the day in which Al-Hassan**“S was murdered by 
the poison?’ 
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So he**“S said: ‘The day of Al-Husayn**“* was the day of the greatest difficulties from 
the entirety of the days, and that is that the Companions of the Cloak (As’haab Al- 
Kisaa) were the most prestigious of the creatures to Allah*™ the High, and they**"* 
were five of them. So when the Prophet®*™” passed away from among them**"*, 
there remained Amir Al-Momineen**“*, and Fatima**“*, and Al-Hassan**“*, and Al- 
Husayn**"°. So there was among them, for the people was a condolence and a 
comfort. 
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So when Fatima passed away, in Amir Al-Momineen*"”, and Al-Hassan*"”, and 
Al-Husayn**“* there used to be condolence and comfort for the people. So when 
Amir Al-Momineen**“* passed away, in Al-Hassan**“* and Al-Husayn**”*, there used 
to be condolence and comfort for the people. So when Al-Hassan**"* passed away, 
there used to be for the people, in Al-Husayn**”*, a condolence and comfort for the 
people. So when Al-Husayn**"* was killed, there did not remain anyone from the 
Companions of the Cloak for the people, to be a condolence and comfort for the 
people. So, his**" going away was like the going away of all of them**“*, and his**" 
remaining was like the remaining of all of them**“*. Thus, it is due to that, his**”* day 
became the day of the greatest difficulties’. 
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Abdullah Al-fazal Al-Hashimy said, ‘So | said to him**“*, ‘O son**”* of Rasool- 
AllahS“““! So did not there become a condolence and comfort in Ali**”* Bin Al- 
Husyan**"’, the like of what was for them in his**“S forefathers**“°?’ So he**"* said: 
‘Yes, Ali**“S Bin Al-Husayn**"* was the Chief of the worshippers, and an Imam**“, 
and a Proof**“* over the creatures after his**"* past forefathers**"°, but he**"* did not 
meet Rasool-Allah**™”, and did not hear from him®*”, and his**“S Knowledge and 


inheritance was from his**“S father**"*, from his**“S grandfather**“*, from the 
Prophet**™. 
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, and Al-Hassan 


h saww 


And Amir Al-Momineen*®"”, and Fatima , and Al-Husayn 
the people had seen them**“* with Rasool-Alla in various situations in a steady 
stream. So whenever they used to look at any one of them**“*, they would remember 
his**“* state with Rasool-Allah**™, and the words of Rasool-Allah®*™ for him**“* and 
with regards to him®*™. 
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So when they passed, the people lost the witnessing the most prestigious ones**"* to 


Allah?! Mighty and Majestic, and losing one of them**“S did not amount to losing all 
of them**“* except in the case of losing Al-Husayn**“”* because he**“* passed away 
at the end of them. Thus, it is due to that, his**”* day became the day of the greatest 
difficulties’. 
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Abdullah Bin Al Fazal Al-Hashimy said, ‘So | said to him**’, ‘O son**“S of Rasool- 
AllahS“““! So how come the general Muslims call the day of Ashura as a day of 
Blessing?’ So he**"S wept, then said: ‘When Al-Husayn**“* was killed, the people 


tried to get closer to Yazeed * and placed the news (whatever was pleasing to him’ =), 
and took parts of the wealth from him’. So, from whatever they placed to him® was 
the matter of this day that is a day of Blessing so that the people, instead of being 
distress, and weeping, and difficulties, and the grief, would take to happiness, and 
the cheerfulness, and the exchanging of gifts, and celebrating it as a festival (Eid). 
Allah®?™ will Judge between us 


asWws 


and them’. 
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he**"S said: ‘O cousin! And that was the least harmful to 
Al-Islam and its people, but the people who assumed our**“’ cordiality, and assumed 
that they are actually making a Religion by our**“* Wilayah and are speaking with 
our**"S Imamate, (began) claiming that Al-Husayn**“* was not killed and that it just 
appeared to be so to the people, and that his**”* matter was like that of Isa*° Bin 
Mayram**. So now there is no authorisation for the Imams**”* against the Clan of 
Umayya, nor any blame upon them, upon what they**"* were claiming. 
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was not killed, so he has belied 


ies in 


O cousin! The one who claims that Al-Husayn 
Rasool-Allahn**™, and Ali**“*, and belied the ones after him**“* from the Imams 
their news of him**“* being killed. And the one who belies them**"*, so he is a 
disbeliever in Allah*™ the Magnificent, and his blood is Permissible (to be shed) for 
everyone who hears than from him’. 
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Abdullah Bin Al-Fazal said, ‘So | said to him**"°, ‘O son**“* of Rasool-Allah**™! So 
what are you saying regarding a people from your**“* Shias who are speaking by it?’ 
So he**“S said: ‘They are not from my**"* Shias, and I**“° am away from them. Such, 
and such, and such, and such invalidates the Quran, and the Paradise, and the Fire’. 
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So | said, ‘(What about) The words of Allah?™ the High [2:65] 
And you have known those among you who exceeded the limits of the 
Sabbath, so We Said to them: Become apes, despised?’ They were 
metamorphosed for three days, then died, and did not produce offspring, and that 
the monkeys today are similar to those ones, and such is the case of the pigs and 
the rest of the metamorphosed ones. Nothing can be found from these. Since they 
are similar to it, it is not Permissible to eat their flesh’. 
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Then he**“S said: ‘May Allah*™ Curse the exaggerators (Ghulaat) and the 
‘Mufawwiza’ (Believers in delegation of Authority), for they have belittled the 
disobedience to Allah*™ and have disbelieved in it, and they have associated, and 
strayed and have strayed others from establishing the Obligations and fulfilment of 
the rights’."" 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Ali**“* Bin Musa Al-Reza**"* having said: 
‘The one who abstains the running around with regard to his needs on the day of 
Ashura, Allah*™ would Fulfil his needs of the world and the Hereafter. And the one 
for whom the day of Ashura was a day of his difficulties, and his grief, and his crying, 
Allah?™ Mighty and Majestic would Make the Day of Judgement for him as a day of 
his happiness, and his joy, and would Delight his eyes in the Gardens. And the one 
who call the day of Ashura as a day of Blessing, and stashes something for his 
house, Allah*™ would not Bless it for him with regards to what he had stashed away, 
and he would be Resurrected on the Day of Judgement along with Yazeed”, and 
Ubeydullah Ibn Ziyad”, and Umar Bin Sa’ad'"* (may Allah? Curse them’*) to the 
lowest Level from the Fire’.'* 
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